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About Education Commission of the States

Believing that informed policymakers create 

better education policy, 

Education Commission of the States works with 

state education leaders to provide unbiased 

policy research and reports, targeted 

technical support and the opportunity to 

learn from peers in other states.

www.aep-arts.org   |   @AEP_Arts



How we do it



• The Arts Education Partnership is dedicated to advancing the arts in 

education through research, policy and practice.

• AEP serves as the nation’s hub for individuals and organizations committed 

to making high-quality arts education accessible to all U.S. students, 

improving arts education practice, and researching how art influences 

and strengthens American education. 

• AEP serves its partner organizations by providing priority access to 

research and information, and creating opportunities for communication 

and collaboration between arts disciplines and across sectors.

About the Arts Education Partnership
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Who Are the AEP Partners?

A diverse group of organizations that:

• Conduct programs and/or projects with national, regional or 

field-wide significance.

• Support the AEP 2020 Action Agenda.

• Represent the breadth of the arts in education field.

• Arts

• Business

• Culture

• Education

• Philanthropy

• Government



Who Are Among the 100+ AEP Partners?

And many more …



AEP Guest Blogs



• New and clear intent to support the Arts replacing “Core Academic 

Subject” language from NCLB to “Well-Rounded.”

• Opportunities for Arts in:  Title I, Title II and Title IV.

• Encouragement for arts integration across subjects, including STEM.

• Stakeholder engagement as part of the state plan development process.

ESSA: Highlights for the Arts in Education
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Of the plans states submitted in 2017:

▪ Thirty-five percent address access and participation rates in arts education 

as part of state accountability and/or reporting systems.

▪ Seventy percent address the arts as part of a well-rounded education.

▪ Twenty-Four percent call out arts education within their after-school 21st 

Century Community Learning Centers programs. 

States included mention of arts education in other areas of the ESSA plans, 

including school improvement, professional development, rural and low-

income schools and support for homeless children and youth.

ESSA State Plans



ESSA Policy Resources
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Visit AEP’s comprehensive 

collection of ESSA-related 

resources to learn more 
about how to engage in the 

many opportunities ESSA 

creates for expanding the 

arts in U.S. classrooms at
AEP-Arts.org/ESSA.



ESSA: Mapping Opportunities for the Arts

• Title I, Part A

• Accountability

• Assessments

• State Plans

• Stakeholder Engagement

• Well-Rounded Education

• Tiers of Evidence

ESSA: A New Era for the Arts in Education
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Download the full report and one-page 

chapter summaries at: aep-arts.org/essa/



How Do States Include the Arts in Their ESSA Plans?
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Well-Rounded Education



How Do States Include the Arts in Their ESSA Plans?

www.aep-arts.org   |   @AEP_Arts

Accountability
Assessments



How Do States Include the Arts in Their ESSA Plans?
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Stakeholder 

Engagement



How Does Arts Education Fare in the Final Round of State 

ESSA Plan Submissions?

Learn more and 

compare state plans at:

www.aep-arts.org.



AEP Resources

www.aep-arts.org   |   @AEP_Arts

Explore state policies for arts 

education identified in statute or 

administrative code for all 50 

states plus the District of Columbia. 



The nation’s hub for research on the 

impact of the arts in education.

Visit this updated database at: 

ArtsEdSearch.org



Standards

www.aep-arts.org   |   @AEP_Arts

The National Core Arts Standards, revised in 

2014, serve to inform curriculum, instruction 

and assessment nationwide and improve 

student learning and achievement in the arts

by defining artistic literacy, shaping policy 

and research, influencing teacher training, 

practice and evaluation, and clarifying 

connections between the arts and 21st 

century skills.



New AEP Report
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This updated resource explores the 

demonstrated effects of music 

education and how it helps 

students develop the foundational 

capacities for lifelong success.



New AEP Report
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This updated guide offers three 

concrete actions school leaders 

can take to increase the arts in 

education in their schools. Each 
action is supported by low- or no-

cost strategies that school leaders 

have used and found effective.



Creative Youth Development: 

Transforming the Learning Environment
This report provides an overview of CYD for those 

new to the practice and its connections to 

student success. It includes examples of 

successful programs and policy considerations 

for state, district  and community leaders.

New AEP Report

Made possible with 

generous support from: 



Upcoming Work

Made possible with 

generous support from: 



Success Stories Making Connections: Stories that 

reveal the impact of research, policy and practice

Read Success Stories on AEP’s Website!



FOLLOW US ON Social Media!

@ArtsEdPartnership

@AEP_Arts



Get the latest news from the field.

Subscribe to AEP’s newsletter!



Questions?

www.aep-arts.org   |   @AEP_Arts

Contact:
Jane R. Best, AEP Director

jbest@ecs.org

303.299.3638


